CONTROVERSY,

CENSORSHIP, AND THE
' RIGHT TO READ



http://www2.ncte.org/blog/2019/01/controversy-censorship-navigating-students-right-read/
https://ncte.org/statement/righttoreadguideline/




“So, students’ rights fo write and read serve
as a catalyst to think about ... our teaching —
not just curriculum, not just pedagogy, but
the thinking, talking, and listening that we as
LA feachers do fogether with our



http://www2.ncte.org/blog/2017/09/more-than-the-right-to-read/

WHAT NCTE DOES

NCTE handles from 30-300 challenges a year

understands reading and writing in ferms of English
language arts curriculum and instruction.

egularly works with all the other First




NCTE BASES TS RESPONSES TO CHALLENGES ON

procedures--what the district policies say about curriculum, texts,
and instruction,
whether the procedures have been followed,

of the texti—there are ready-made, adaptable

create your own



THE WHOLE THING

Everyone who selects a text— W HAT TO
teachers, students, citizens—selects
the WHOLE text to read. KNOW ABOUT
What happens on pages 32 or 50 TEXTS US ED |N
or 166 are the events put into play

he characters, C I—ASS R OOMS




» Know your school’s policy — you can usudally find this on
the district welbsite under school board policies on
instfruction and curriculum. What
et parents know how you feel about literacy — see Why
Penny Kittle Won't Censor Books. Teachers
Have a rationale for the text you're teaching. and
Use many texts, student choice, and reading circles. Others
Remember that parents can object to a text for their Should
own student but not for everyone else’s.
time to listen 1o the parent—often that's all they Know
eir fears about the power of
s a
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http://blogs.ncte.org/index.php/2015/08/penny-kittle-wont-censor-books/
https://ncte.org/book-rationales/

“The world of literature has
everything in it, and it refuses
to leave anything out.”




AR i EVERYTHING'

occult CAN BE TOO MUCH
disrepsect FOR SOME.

self-harm Mac€
mental rape

. LGBTQ TOPICS IN TEXTS THAT
liness death TEACHERS TELL US
.+, politics CAUSE THEM THE MOST
transgender Se’t‘]t.“";"ty DIFFICULTY
CONTIC yiolence

gender Suicide



SEX, OFFENSIVE LANGUAGE, UNSUITED FOR THE AGE GROUP

Anything someone finds to object to—usually it's a piece of a text
but they object to the whole text.

The text conflicts with the challenger’s personal values and beliefs
or the challenger thinks that children will imitate fictional
characters and engage in undesirable behavior.

Sor?ﬁfifmes the challenger saw the movie and bases the challenge
on that.

e rated like movies are—note
' lue. NCTE


http://www2.ncte.org/statement/rating-books/

AAAAAAAAAAA

Ironically, some of the most frequently
challenged books are the very books that

young readers say are especially important
Jd meaningful 1o them (2016 NCTE/NCAC
in how banned

Y 4

MAYA ANGELOD


https://boingboing.net/2016/11/05/kids-explain-how-banned-and-ch.html

« THIS BOOK SAVED MY LIFE. IT HELPED
ME CONFRONT A SERIOUS ISSUE AND
DEAL WITH IT.

e /HIS BOOK TURNED ME ON TO
READING. IT WAS THE FIRST BOOK |
EVER READ ALL THE WAY THROUGH.

e THIS BOOK UNDERSTOOD ME THE

WAY NO ONE ELSE DOES. I DON'T

V HOW I'D HAVE GOTTEN
NITHOUT

7 )




TWO

EXAMPLES OF
FREQUENTLY

CHALLENGED
BOOKS




“Books like these [TKAM and Huck Finn] are
meant fo be froubling because that is a type
of deep, personal thinking about a word, an
Issue, or a social more... | hope our children
will be ’rroubled by roas’r words, bad ideas,

's Injustice. And | hope they will
experience

PEN The Freedom
AMERICA B to Write

[ )

"N £\




Usually taught in 8™ or 9" grade

I#]r on ALA’s Top 100 List for the decade 2010-192 and on the 2020 and 2021
N

Objections—from CSM (rates age 14+) Mature content: A woman is run over
by a drunk driver, people are burned alive in a camper, a man is shot in the
face by accident by his friend, and there's talk of his friend hanging himself in
jail afterward. A suffering dog is shot and killed because the family can't
afford to take it fo the vet. There's a lot of fighting, too. Junior is often beat up.
Characters swear frequently, using all of the usudl suspects, though when one
.bO}/ uses the "N" word as part of aracist joke, he gets punched inthe face for
it. Junior enjoys masturbation and looking at magazines with nude pictures.
He also engages in bawdy talk with his friends and gets an erection while
hugging a school counselor. There's lofs of drinking In the story, but only by
adults, and there's nothing glamorous about it.
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“Why the Best Kids' Books
Are Written in Blood"” L

| write books for teenagers because | vividly remember
a feen facing everyday and epic
's far too lafe for



https://www.wsj.com/articles/BL-SEB-65604

2007 National Book Award winner for Young People’s Literature in the United States
Best Book by Horn Book Fanfare (2007)

Kirkus Book Review Stars (2007)

Publishers Weekly Best Children’s Books (2007)

School Library Journal Book Review Stars (2007).

National Parenting Publications Award (2007).

II;ek;ruory of 2008 nomination for the 2008 Los Angeles Times Book Prize in Young Adult
iction.

2008 Book Sense Book of the Year Children's Literature Honor Book

2008 Pacific Northwest Book Award
2008 American Indian Library Association American Indian Youth Literature Award
York Times Notable Children's Books of 2007

's Books of 2007




“If you let people info your life a little bit, they can be pretty
damn amazing.

“Life is a constant struggle between being an individual and
being a member of the community.”

‘| used to think the world was broken down by tribes,' | said.
'By Black and White. By Indian and White. But | know this isn't FROM
frue. The world is only broken into two fribes: the people who  THE

are assholes and the people who are not.” NOVEL

"Do you understand how amazing it is fo hear that from an
U know how amazing it is to hear that from

est sentences in the world, just
in the world




Usually taught in 11" grade—in unit on American
Literature

#33 on ALA’'s Top 100 List for the decade 2010-19
Objections—"'N-word,"” from CSM (rates for age

11+). The story includes abuse of whiskey, as well as
child beating and other real and threatened
violence (though little of it is graphic). Originally
published in the United Kingdom in December 1884
and in the United States in February 1885, The

res of Huckleberry Finn includes constant use
it i uently banned by




“That is just the way with some people They
get down on a thing when they don’'t know

nothing about it.”

“Jim said that bees won't sting idiots, but |
didn’t believe that, because | fried them Io’rs

of times myself and they wouldn’'t sting me.’ WHAT THE

"Right is right, and wrong is wrong, and a
body ain’t gof no business doing wrong NOVEL HAS

yorant and knows better.” TO SAY

—




From Wikipedia: Perennially popular with readers, Adventures of
Huckleberry Finn has also been the continued object of study by
literary critics since its publication. The book was widely crificized
upon release because of its extensive use of coarse language
and racial epithet. Throughout the 20th century, and despite
orgumen’rs that the protagonist and the tfenor of the book are
anti-racist,[3] [4] Crl’r|<:|sm of the book continued due to both its

al stereotypes and its frequent use of the
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